
North San Joaquin Water Conservation District  

Weekly Update 

 

Sunday January 25, 2026 

 

 
Petersen FloodMAR Project came on line this week 

 

 

Water Delivery Dashboard*:  

 

North System Recharge:  1360  AF 

 Tracy Lakes Recharge:        0  AF 

 South System Recharge: 37 AF 

 CalFed Recharge:  234  AF 

 TOTAL   1631    AF 

  

* Dashboard count starts December 1, 2025.  CalFed is an estimate based on run hours.  

Numbers are up to date as of Sunday Afternoon 

Operations Update:  The North pump station ran without a hitch through Saturday January 17.  The 
original pumps continue to pump at the expected rate of about 4000 GPM.  However, on the 17th the 
new skid pump set began to struggle.  We contacted PSWI who are planning to come out Monday.  Staff 
made several efforts to tighten up the suction side connection between the galvanized and HDPE and 
each time saw some improvement.  Staff also flew a drone over the fish screen to see if they appeared 
to be buried in sand.  As seen below we believe both screens are free.  We have been able to cycle the 
new pumps on and off to keep one of them running and staff is going out every two hours to keep them 
as high as possible until we can determine a larger fix.  The South Pump Fish screen did get inundated by 
sand in the high flows that started in Mid-December.  We first noticed the issue when we attempted to 
restart the South Pump for Teck Basin on Thursday January 22.  Arnaudo was able to arrive to free the 
screens on Friday morning.  Once free we realized the hydraulic line had broken under the pressure of 



the brushes being encased in sand.  ISI was able to respond with a same day fix.  District staff greatly 
appreciates out vendors willingness to respond an allow us to keep pumping while the river remains 
high!   
 

 
North Screens can be seen running clear now that the river has fallen to 500 CFS 

 
Staff got up all the No Trespassing signs at Teck Basin and replaced a number that were damaged at 
Lakso Basin.  Staff also strengthened the washers and hardware to prevent further sign loss.  Staff 
started FloodMAR operations at the Petersen Project on January 23.  Richard Rodriguez put in the ridges 
the second week of January when the land dried out enough.  The Petersen flow rate started out anemic 
but a couple of additional boards at Handel Lateral produced significant improvements. 
 



 
 

A mallard couple enjoying Teck Basin 
 
Teck Basin Levees:  Richard Rodriguez box scraped the Tecklenberg basin levee tops after last months 
rain damage.  Staff will still need to work out sidewall repairs.  Staff also ordered dwarf rye grass for the 
levees at Lakso and Tecklenberg Basin to minimize future damage.   
 

 
 
Cal Fed Update:   Cal-Fed continued operations on the south side of the road.  The north side continues 
to be too wet for the ridge.  We did reduce the floodMAR footprint to eliminate the 9 southernmost vine 
rows as squirrel holes were becoming a nuisance to the neighbor.   

 
 
South System:  Staff took advantage of the high Mokelumne River flows to run the new south system 
pumps together at full speed and test the south pipeline.  The pumps ran flawlessly for several hours at 
30 CFS and could have gone higher.  The new SCADA flow settings also worked flawlessly to maintain set 
flow rates automatically without the need to adjust hertz rates to keep a desired flow rate.   The same 
cannot be said of the northern reaches of the pipeline.  Significant leaks were found at the Highway 
12/Victor Road crossing, about half a mile south of Highway 12 and intrusion into the Weigum Court 
Storm Drain System.  However, the rest of the pipeline managed the load fairly well with only minor 
seeps along the western and southern legs of the old poured in place 30-inch line.   
 



Arnaudo also mobilized back to south system Phase 1 site to address a collapse at the air vent south of 
Handel Road.  This is the second time they have mobilized to meet the issue.  This time they removed a 
full cement truck load of soil and replaced it with slurry and we are hoping it resolves whatever anomaly 
is taking the soil.   

 
South Pump Fish Screen barely peaking out of the sand from consistent high flows 

 
Arnaudo Crew clearing the screen.   



 
South Pump Fish Screen after Arnuado’s work and ISI repair 



 
Staff Recycled the former VFD Box and Arnaudo hauled it back up to the platform for oil and tool 

storage at the south pump 



 
Continued Repair Efforts at the air vent south of Handel Road  

 

 


